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How We Do Harm  

A Doctor Breaks Ranks About 
Being Sick in America 

 
by Otis Webb Brawley, MD and Paul Goldberg  

St. Martin’s Griffin 
 

 
Dr. Brawley, better known by his patients and students as Dr. Otis, is a professor 
of oncology at Emory University and chairman of the cancer therapy department 
at Atlanta’s Grady Memorial Hospital. He is boldly honest about the business of 
cancer therapy in America and the harm it causes. Using individual patient 
stories, Dr. Otis leads us through the trials of those folks and their families and 
critiques the medical system they were negotiating. Published in 2011, Dr. Otis 
provides one of the first books to take a hard look at the problems of the 
American medical system. It is a landmark book and should be read by all 
Americans.   
 
Since reading this book, I have asked recent Emory graduates what they think of 
Dr. Otis. He is much loved as a great teacher and human being. 
 
Robert P. Goldman, MD 2015 


